International Biodiversity conference 2012 Eighth Day on 8th October
2012 in Hyderabad International Convention Centre
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The world’s largest gathering ever on biodiversity began here on Monday with experts
and policy makers from 170 countries trying to work out the Hyderabad Roadmap to
achieve the biological diversity and safety targets set in the last two decades. Union
minister for environment and forests Jayanthi Nata-rajan, who inaugurated the two-week-
long 11th Conference of Parties to the United Nations Convention on Biological
Diversity, hoped that the Hyderabad Roadmap would chart the path towards reversing
biodiversity loss and “create a better world for ourselves and our children”.

The CoP-11, of which India is the Chair, has now emerged as the largest ever meeting of
international delegates on biodiversity. Accor-ding to CBD executive secretary Dr
Braulio De Souza Dias, a little over 40,000 delegates had registered for the conference,
the highest for all CoP meetings held so far.

The Hyderabad Road-map will help move the world from the stage of fixing new targets
on biodiversity protection to sharing of experience on implementing the already agreed-
up issues. India assumed the presidency of CoP-11 with the formal handover of the reins
by Japan, which held the post since CoP-10 held in Nagoya in 2010. India will oversee
the implementation of the work of the convention, including the Nagoya Strategic Plan
for Biodiversity and its Aichi Targets.

Biodiversity Film Festival Inaugurated on 8th October 2012 at Indira Priyadarshini
Auditorium

The hall was choc-a-bloc with youngsters and banners indicating that it was about the
need to conserve nature. But there wasn’t anything connecting it with the United Nations
meet, the ongoing Conference of Parties - Convention on Biodiversity.

This was the scene at the newly-refurbished Indira Priyadarshini Auditorium in the
pristine environs of Public Gardens. School students in uniform had more than one reason
to be happy on the occasion and their enthusiasm at being made a part of an event that
spoke on the need to protect bio-diversity was infectious.

They also had another reason to be happy, for amidst them was director Sekhar Kammula
with his stars from ‘Life is Beautiful’, Abhijeet (who played the character of Sreenu) and
Sudhakar (Nagaraj). These two reasons were enough for them to pull out all the stops and



cheer on, seemingly endlessly, as the VIPs on the dais including Information Minister
D.K. Aruna, Commissioner R.V. Chandravadan and president, Hyderabad Film Club,
Prakash Reddy watched, amused.

On the opening day, 12 films were screened, starting with ‘Jewel of Eastern Ghats’, by
Devidas Manghnani, a filmmaker and Expert Member of the A.P. State Biodiversity
Board. His film showcases the rich flora and fauna in the Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam Tiger
Reserve, the largest in the country. The stunning visuals conveyed the message loud and
clear, as was evident from the response.

Of the 125 films that were received, 54 were selected to be screened at the five-day
festival starting Monday, said Mr. Chandravadan. They included 15 Indian films and
others from Austria, Basque, Canada, Costa Riva, Czech Republic, France, Japan, Kenya,
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan Russia, USA and Venezuela.
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