International Biodiversity conference 2012 18th Day on 18th October 2012
in Hyderabad International Convention Centre
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The Government of India in collaboration with United Nation Development
Programme (UNDP) announced Biodiversity award 2012 in Hyderabad on 17
October 2012.

The programme was hosted by the Ministry of Environment and Forests.The
award recognizes the outstanding models of biodiversity governance across the
country. The award was actually presented at ministerial reception of Eleventh
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity.

With the presentation of Award, the Minister of Environment and Forests
Jayanthi Natarajan announced that the India Biodiversity Awards will now be
given annualy, to mark International Biodiversity Day on 22 May each year.

The women who led the ecological restoration of Gundlaba village in Odisha’s
Puri district after the 1999 super cyclone are among the four winners of the first
India Biodiversity Awards. The awards, instituted by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests and the UNDP will be an annual feature.

Winners

Charudei, a frail woman from the Odisha village who has led renewal of
mangroves and casuarina groves collected the award at a ministerial reception
on Wednesday evening from Union Environment Minister Jayanthi Natarajan,
at the ongoing Convention on Biological Diversity conference. The award was
for ‘community stewardship’ by the Pir Jahania Jungle Suraksha Committee of
Gundlaba This year, the other awardees are: Shankarpur Village Gram
Panchayat of Gadchiroli, Maharashtra (for decentralised management), Van
Utthan Sansthan of Udaipur, Rajasthan (co-management), and Periyar Tiger
Reserve (protected area). Receiving the award, the Deputy Director of Periyar
Tiger Reserve, Sanyajankumar, said the vast park received over seven lakh
visitors a year, and had been a forerunner in creating a Foundation attached to
the protected area to advance conservation.
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