International Biodiversity conference 2012 15th Day on 15th October 2012
in Hyderabad International Convention Centre
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With negotiations continuing to break the impasse between developed and
developing countries at the ongoing COP 11 on the key issue of resource
mobilisation to achieve biodiversity conservation targets by 2020, India on
Monday expressed confidence that a consensus would be reached before the
convention concludes on October 19 to send a strong political message across
the globe.

While the developed nations sought fixing of robust baselines and reporting
frameworks, the developing countries wanted setting of targets for achieving
the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity and Aichi Targets by 2020. The differences
in the Working Group-2 led to the setting up of a contact group to hammer out
a solution.

Fielding a volley of questions at a press conference, M.F. Farooqui, Special
Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests, indicated that all the 193
participating countries in the prestigious event were veering round to the view
of having interim targets initially and developing a roadmap for the future. The
discussions were moving forward in the right spirit with both sides willing to
listen to each other.

Declining to indicate a figure on the resources to be mobilised, he said on the
financial resources it was not important to look for numbers but the approach.
He said biodiversity was omnipresent and nobody scientifically knew the extent
of biodiversity. This was the challenge for achieving the Aichi targets.

He said significant progress had been made in the first week and four
documents, including those on biofuels and incentive measures, were adopted.
The three-day, high-level segment talks beginning Tuesday were expected to
provide political impetus to the negotiations, he added.

He said that India was spending Rs. 11,000 crore annually on various
biodiversity-related activities and more than 90 per of that was met from
domestic resources.



Braulio Dias, Executive Secretary, Convention on Biological Diversity, said
“we are looking forward to very good results coming out from here.”

Hyderabad has notched a ‘respectable’ score of 36 out of 92 in the City
Biodiversity Index brought out by the Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) using Convention on Biological Diversity-endorsed user
manual.

Indicators relating to native biodiversity of plants, birds, butterflies, reptiles,
freshwater fishes and protected natural areas contributed a score of 15, while
those on ecosystem services provided a score of four. A score of 17 was
achieved on indicators relating to governance and management of biodiversity.

Chief Minister N. Kiran Kumar Reddy released the index during the inaugural
session of the two-day ‘Cities for Life’- City and Sub-national Biodiversity
Summit here on Monday. More than 400 delegates from over 90 cities,
including 23 mayors from abroad are attending the summit.

Mr. Reddy called for proactive actions by sub-national and local governments
to achieve national, regional and global targets of biodiversity conservation.
“Coordination between different levels of governments is important to achieve
national goals as well as international commitment under Convention on
Biological Diversity,” he said.

As a pioneer to have implemented the Biological Diversity Act of 2002, he said
a State Biodiversity Board was established in 2006. Besides framing Biological
Diversity Rules, he said over 590 Biodiversity Management Committees have
been constituted. The State Biodiversity Board has identified Tirumala Hills
and four other areas as biodiversity heritage sites.

Mayor Mohammad Majid Hussain said the summit would provide a unique
opportunity to share experiences and tools, consult experts and strengthen
multi-level cooperation to implement the CBD with a view to enhancing
management of biodiversity and safeguarding the ecosystem services upon
which communities so heavily depend. He said the GHMC was making
concerted efforts to preserve biodiversity and ecosystems. Greater Hyderabad
was among handful of cities that could boast of having a (KBR) National Park
in the heart of the city. Endemic flora of Hyderabad could be found in the park
with several species of mammals, over 130 species of birds, 30 species of
reptiles and 30 species of butterflies.



CBD executive secretaryBraulio Dias, Municipal Administration Minister M.
Maheedhar Reddy, Mayor of Joondalup (Australia), Troy Pickard and T.
Chatterjee, Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Forests spoke.
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