
International Biodiversity conference 2012 12th Day on 12th October 2012 
in Hyderabad International Convention Centre 
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It is not in India alone that locals and indigenous communities are treated with 
indifference by the government. The problem, if anything, is universal, assert 
members of the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity (IIFB) who 
have congregated in the city from across the globe for CoP-11. 
 
Right from Australia to Europe to Africa and even South America, locals 
everywhere have been pushed away from their traditional zones and livelihoods 
to make way for developmental programmes. And, while the battle for 
exclusive growth in biodiversity, with the consent of locals, becomes a fiercer 
one for this forum, its members said they were not ready to give up just yet. 
 
For instance, while the ongoing convention has clearly communicated its stand 
on declaring July 13 (the date of the first official CBD local community expert 
meeting) as International Local Communities' Day as 'iffy', IIFB members 
continue to be hopeful. "It will bring some recognition to local communities. It 
is very important and we can't lose hope just yet," said Gladman Chibememe, 
an activist from Chibememe village in Zimbabwe (South Africa). 
 
Back in his hometown, this young crusader has been fighting for natives living 
around protected parks and areas. "We are demanding that these people be 
roped in for tourism and other ventures undertaken by the government in these 
protected zones. These locals must also be given employment and be consulted 
in all conservation plans," Chibememe said, adding that the focus of his work 
was around trans-frontier parks like the Great Limpopo Trans-Frontier Park. 
 
At another end of the atlas, in Australia, it is the fisherfolk who, much like their 
Indian counterparts, are locked in an endless struggle to keep their traditional 
occupation alive. Tired of the government's 'lip service' to the issue of 
protecting the rights of locals, the community there is now demanding 
implementation of the CBD principles which talk about involving natives in 
biodiversity conservation. 
 
"The authorities have not just put a limit to how much people can fish, they 
have even set a rule wherein a local has to become a 'commercial fisherman' to 



be able to sell his catch. This is outrageous considering that these people have 
been living off fishing for decades," said Stephan Schnieren from Bundjalang 
in Australia who, as part of IIFB, is working on educating locals to fight for 
their rights. Schnieren told of how, in a recent episode, two fishermen were 
arrested for selling 'abalone' (a shellfish species typical to Australia) as they 
hadn't signed up for the 'commercial' tag. 
 
In Venezuela, the issue is not confined to the waters alone. Right from the 
mountains to the plateaus, land belonging to locals has been grabbed by 
private/government agencies to create big extensions for better monetary value. 
"And this has been done without the consent of the inhabitants of the area," 
said Santiago Obispo, a local. He added how such action had led to violent 
conflict in the past between indigenous groups and officials, resulting in the 
death of over 200 people. According to the Venezuelan, natives of his area are 
not allowed to join politics either. 
 
Considering the poor state of affairs and despite the lapses of 10 CoPs, 
members of IIFB hoped that CoP-11 would end on a more promising note for 
them. "Only if there is some action on the ground would this convention attain 
some meaning," said Teanau Tuiono, an office-bearer of the group which has a 
network that spans most continents of the world. 
Chief Minister N. Kiran Kumar Reddy inspected the CoP-11 (Biodiversity) 
pylon on Friday and asked the officials to expedite the beautification work. 
 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh will inaugurate the pylon on Monday that has 
been built to mark the international conference on biodiversity being held in the 
city from October 1 to 19. 
 
The State government has allotted 15 acres of land in APIIC layout, 
Gachibowli, for Pylon, Biodiversity Museum and Park. Officials said that 
preparatory works of site cleaning, pitting and procuring of plants are done. 
 
The Forest Department is also establishing a separate Biodiversity park in 10 
acres at Dulapally Reserve Forests. There are six National Parks, 21 Wildlife 
sanctuaries, a Biosphere reserve comprising 13,000 sq. kms out of 63,180 sq. 
kms forest area. 
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